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Mr. Robe’s Narrative continued. 
Attestation No. IV. From the Rev. Mr. Davin 
Biair,Minifler of theGo/pe! at Breichen, ‘9 the Rev. 
Mr. Robe. 


Rew. and dear Sir, 

HE Accounts of the extraerdinary Hh oré in your Con- 
gregation and Neighbourhood, having reach'd, even 

unto us ; I determined with myfelf, to have all the 
Satisfa€tion about an Fvent fo uncommon, that the Nature 
and Circumftances of the hing could polhihly acmiit of 5 
and therefore, in Offeber laft, undertook a fourney your 
Length. What I faw, and heard, and found, upon the bet 
Inquiry I was able to make, during my Stay with vou, I thail 
now relate honeftly, and without any Thing of Party- Zea! 


’ 
which I am afraid too much influences the Sentiuments and 
Condu€& of many at this Day, to the great Prejudice of the 
common Caufe of Chriftianity. 

As you was pleafed to invite the Rev. Mr. Orilore, and 
me, to preach both onthe Lerd’s Day and Vinday there- 
after; I could obferve many hearing the Wort, with fuch 


Attention, Tendernefs, and fo much of a melting frame, mw 
I had never feen with fuch Numbers, and fcarce with any, 
in all my Life. Some onthe Sabhath- Every, when you 
was concluding the Work of the Day, with an Addrel, to 
the Audience, L heard utter the mo bitter Criss 5 and tuch 
as, I own, fill’d me with fomething of a Horror andSurprize, 
and feem'd to befpeak a great Deal of Bitternets and hem fe 
in the Minds of thole from whom they came I he jame 
Evening Vfaw many under bodily Convultions, bot with 
thele 1 Law more affedted, and particularly a Cord about fa 
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or feven Years of Age, on the Monday, which did not alittle 
raife my Wonder. 

On Monday, after Sermons, I had a particularConverfation 
with a good many of thofe, who had been fome Way or other 
affefted under the Miniftry of the Word. Some of thefe 
I found under fharp Convi@ions of Sin, and of divine Wrath 
due to them upon the Account of it, and feem’d to walk in 
Darknefs, and fee no Light ; moft of thefe could tell me, 
what was the Word that firft reached them, & awakned their 
guilty Fears ; and that an /ntereff in Jesus CuRIst, as it 
was the only Thing that could bring them to folid Peace, fo 
it was the Thing of all others they moft defired. In your 
Houle, and at the fame Time, I talked with ethers, who had 
got an Outgate from their Diftrefs: And_ indeed the Ac- 
count they gave of themfelves to me, was moft fatisfying. 
They could tell the ‘Text of Scripture firft prov’d the Mean 
of theirAwakening, the /Vords of Promi/e {upported and kept 
them from finking into Defpondency in the Time of their 
Trouble, that gave them fome good Hope through Grace, 
and encouraged them to look to an exalted PRINCE and 
Saviour for Relief. They could tell the Time and the 
Duty wherein they thought they were helped actually to clofe 
with Jesus, found their Fears difpell’d, and the Comforts 
of the Hoty Guost flowing in upon their Minds. This 
laft Sort appeared to me to be very humble and felf-denied ; 
jealous over themfelves, leaft they fhould fall away, and 
make Shipwreck of Faith, and a good Confcience, and be- 
come a Difgrace to their Profeffion. They {poke of the 
Grace of Gop, and of the Love of Curist, with fuch 
Marks of Wonder and Admiration, of Love and Affection ; 
as feem’d to me moft uncommon, and did exprefs a moft 
heavenly and fpiritual Frame of Soul. They feem’d mot 
ardently to wifh the Advancement of Curist’s Kingdom 
and Intereft in the World, and that all Men might partake 
of his Grace, to the faving of their Souls. T hey profefs’d 
themfelves the fincere Lovers of all who, in Truth, love the 
Lorp Jesus, even fuch of them as might differ from them 
in fome lefier Points, and feem’d to queftion the Reality of 
the Lorp’s Dealings with them. 

Befides the Satisfaction I had from this Interview with the 
People them/elves, the Account I had of the Lorp’s Dea!- 
ings with them from jour written ‘Journal, and which vou 
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took from their own Mouths, puts it beyond all Doubt with 
me, that Gop indeed was among you. From this I faw 
that the Converfions which obtain with vou, are’ far from 
being fudden Trantitions from Horror andF ear, to immediate 
Serenity and Joy ; that they are, on the contrary, a Work 
carried on diftinTly and by Degress, the SPIRIT now con- 
vincing them of the Evil of one Sin, and afterwards of ano- 
ther ; now diicovering to them fome of Curist’s Media- 
tory Excellencies, and by and by others of them,about which 
formerly they either knew little, or were little affected with 
what Knowledge of them they had,and after feveral interme- 
diate Acts determining their Clofure with a vod VIOUR, 
Upon the whole my Judgment of the Work, is, That it 
is of Gop : and as this is my Sentiment, I comet but with 
it to profper in yourHands,and that from you it may fpread, 
till it has reached to every Congregation in the Land, even 
to thefe who now regard it no otherwife than Deluf fion ; 
that they alfo may fec\the Salvation of our Gop, and may 
join with us inBleffing the Lor p,who begins to vifit a guilty 
Land, and to heal its Backilidings, unlefs we, like the foolith 
Gadaniin, lay an Impediment in the Way, by dilregarding 
the Work of his Hands, and imputing it toa diabolical In- 


fluence. Iam with much Regard, R.& D. Sir, 
our affetionate Brother, 
Brechin, December and mo? iumble Servant, 
sth, 1742. Dav. BLair. 


No. V.From theRev. Mr. McLaurin one of the Minifters 
of Glilgow,bemg Part of aLetier from him to aC w- 
refpondeat at a Difance, and offered to be injeried 
bere. 


Rev. ana dear Brother, 
l Now fend you the Ceasiens ation of the Ki//yth Narrative ; 
and know it will not be difagreeable to you, that ¥ write 
to you at the fame Time fome Remarks U have had Occation 
to make on that good Work ; being the fame which | i 
tend to offer, fucn as they are, as my Ate/faiion to it 5 Juc> 
ing myfelf under Obtigations to contribute my Endeavouis 
to do Juftice to it, from the Opportunities | have had of a 
more particular Knowledge of it ; not only by Correfpond- 
ence with the // rter of the Narrative, andConferences with 
T «2 him 
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fami and neighbouring Miniflers, of whofe Congregations, ag 
favour’d with the like gook Work, he gives fume Account ; 
but alfo by intimate Converfation with feveral of the Sudjetis 
of that Work themfelves about their religious Impreffions, 
and with thers about their Practice ; which, as you know 
well, are the chief Means of enabling us to form any Judg- 
qnent of Matters of this Kind. 

By fuch Means of Information, I have had thatSatisfaction 
that could be expeéted by one not refiding, but beftowing 
the Pains I have mentioned, among that People ; that the 
Work in geneval is fuch as the publith’d Narrative reprefentg 
it ; and fo like that at Caméu/lang, that in defcribing the one, 
People may juftly be faid, as to the moft material Things, to 
vive a Defcription of both, 

More particularly, I had the Satisfaétion to obferve, in 
converfing with thefe People, very promifing Inftances of 
fuch fuitable Imprefiions both of the Hatefulnefs and Danger 
} | of Sin, join’d with ardent Defire-of Relief from its Guilt and 
| Power, in the Way the Gofpel reveals, as could not but give 
Encovragement to expe, through the Grace of Gop, 3 
happy lfiue in due Tjme :-Convidious that were not flight 
and fuperficial ; but very deep and penctrating, and much 
yefembling thofe recorded in Scripture as in Affs1i. 37. Not 
merely general and confus’d ; but di//in& and particular, at 
loaft gradually becoming fuch ; and extending to Sins of 
Heart and Life, original and actual, and againft both Tables 
of the Law: Much Soryow of Soul both for the Alienation 
of the unrenewed Heart from the living Gop, and for cor- 
rupt Paffions contrary to the Love AZenow’d to one another 3 
as to which laft, Lobferved Evidences, not eafily to be for- 
gotten, ol the fevereft Remorfe for Malice formerly indulg’d, 
plainly implying no fmall Admiration that the Gofpel-Offers 
of Remifion flould extend to fo hateful an Evjl. 

IT had Occafion to obferve and compare the new Convic- 
tions of Perfons who perhaps were never known to have any 
contiderable Concern about Religion before ; and the pecu- 
liar Batternets attending Remorie for backfliding into bad 
Courtes, aster iome Profeffion of Religion andConcern about 
icin former Pimes : Producing Shame and Confufion of 
Face, and indeed noWonder, to which might be well applied 
the Words in Pfai. 41,12. Nor could it but be yery afieet- 
ios to bear theAccounts whieh @ ser ‘ainDarkfider, but Lhep 
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2 returning one, gave of the Diftrefs his Confcience labour’d 
under, when awaken’d to aSent{e of his aggray atedApoftacy : 
as particularly how, when intending to fing in Family Wor- 
fhip, the firft eight Lines of a certain Palm (it was the 102) 
he found his Heart too much overwhelm’d to make it out: 
Being overpower’d with a Senfe of his Unworthinefs, as I 
heard himfelf tell it, to take the Words of that P/alm in 
his Mouth. 

The Conuiétions I obferv’d among thefe People behov’d to 
appear the more promifing onAccount of their being direéted 
by Apprehenfjons of the Spirituality of the divine Law, as 
extending to the rooted Difpofitions of the Heart : And it 
was very fatisfying to obferve careful Improvement made of 
Directions to particular Se/f-/earching, by going through the 
feveral Commandments of the Law, in order, by divine Af- 
fiftance, to difcover and recollect the Evils of Heart or Life, 
or both, againft them all; by which the Depravity of the 
unregenerate Heart exerts and sunnitete ittelf, with diverfity 
of Circumftances, i in different Perfon 

Both in this, and other tien. ‘telat the like good 
Work has appear’d, it has given particular Satisfagtion, to 
obferve People’s Sorrow for Sin fo ttrongly influenc’d by 
other Motives than mere Dread of Punifhment, not exclud- 
ing the Regard due to that likewife ; even by an ‘<e" A 
Senfe of the Evil of Sin, as an Offence again fo juft, 
holy, fo gracious aGop ; and focompaffionate aREDEEMER 35 
fo that their Convictions appear’d to be happy Accomplifhments 
of the Promife in Zech. xii. to. It was indeed their looking 
io bim who was pierced for their Sins, that feem’d chiefly to 
make them mourn for them. 

If there were fome whofe Sorrow for Sin feem’d to want, 
at leaft for fome Time at &irft, this left and perhaps Phew: of 
the other abovemention’d Characters ; it was e: ncou ragin 
to obferve at Jeaft a laudableIngenuity in acknowledging fuch 
Defeéts 5 join’d with a hopeful Docility in hearkening to 
proper Inftruétions in order to Profici ney s by Gon’s 
Blefling, as te more juft Impreffions of the Evil of Sin, and 
of the Excellency of the appointed Remedy. 

In perufing the Narrative you will ealily obferve, that it is 
far trom fpeaking of thofe who have on this Occafion been 
brought under fome Convictions of Sin and na tyes about 
paivation, as if ad/ of them: ought to be confid as real Con- 
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verts ; or had already given fuch Evidences of that happy 
Change, as the Nature of theThing admits : Butonly {peaks 
thus of a goodly Number of them. And as the Author, who is 
a Stranger to you, is one whom I have had the Advantage of 
being particularly acquainted with, for a long Tract of 
Time ; this feems, to demand it of me, asa Piece of Juttice 
due to him and his publick Labours, on this Occalion, to 
give you what Affurance my Teftimony, on fo lone Acquain- 
tance, is capable of giving, not only of his Prodity in narrat- 
ing Faéts ; but alfo of his Caution in making Deduétions 
from them: He being far from Precipitancy in building 
fuch favourable Conclufions, as fome Parts of his Narrative 
contain, on too flender Grounds : Of which, Particular, 
and I think fatisfying, Proofs might be mention’d. 

As I fpent fome Time in that Corner, not only in day 
laft, when this Work was but beginning to appear ;_ but alfo 
in the Months of ‘/w/y and Oétober following, aflit ting at the 
Adminiftration of the Lorp’s Supper at Kilfyth, as I have 
been in Ufe todo yearly of along Time ; this could not 
but give me Opportunity to obferve the great Alteration to 
the better, in the State of Religion in that Corner, the 
gradual Progrefs of this good Work in general, and the Pro- 
ficiency of particularPerlons in the Way of Gon: And how 
Convi tions which had been attended at firft with confiderable 
Diftrefles iffued in a delirable Serenity of Mind 5° attended 
with good Evidences of well founded Peace : Shewing that 
the Sorrows, which had met with too littl compaffionate 
Regard from fome fellowCreatures, had met withCompaffien 
from him whofe Afercies are over all his other Works, and who 
has promifed to revive the Hearis of the humble and contrite 
ones; or the Spirits which he has made would fail before him, 
Hai. lili. 15, 16. 

I perfuade myfelf, that the Zournals publifh’d in the Nar- 
rative, and in the weekly Papers, fome Numbers of which 
were formerly fent you ; containing Accounts of the Kite 
and Progrefs of the religious Exercife of fome particular Per- 
fons, who feem’d to have attain’d to Joy and Peace in believ- 
ing ; muft give no {mall Satisfaction to you, and other Per- 
fons of Candour about thefe PeoplesRegards to the Mercy of 
Gop, in the Mediation of his Son, as attended with the 
Characters which diltinguifh Fasih unfeigned trom its Coun- 
terfeits; and as founding a reafonable Judgment of —— 
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that they receive CurisT in all his Mediatory Offices, and 
for all the Salvation that he has purchas’d. 

As I have had Opportunities of converfing with fome of 
thefe Perfons, and with others whofe Attainments refembled 
theirs; I think it very natural for thofe who have had fuch 
Opportunities, to reflect on the great Difference betwixt con- 
verling with fuch People them/efves ; and receiving Accounts 
of them from others : And on the Difficulty of conveying to 
others, by Defcription, adequate Notions of all the Things 
which muft juftly make a favourable Impreffion on the 
Minds of them who are prefent. [t muft be own’d indeed, 
that it is but reafonable Caution not ‘to Jay too great Strefs 
on People’s feriousManner of expreffing their religious Con- 
cern, till that favourable Prefumption is confirm’d by more 
decilive Evidences : Yet as the pppcaceanes of Serioufnels, 
on fuch Occafions, admit of very dij ifferent Desrees ; one of 
your Experience muft have obferv’d Degrees ot it which have 
fomething i in them foconvincing however hard to be deferib’d, 
as fcarce to leave Room for Hetitation, about the Sincerity 
of the Speakers, in the Minds even of the more cautious 
Hearers. A good deal of this appear’d to be very obfervable, 
among the People I ipeak of, when exprefling their Senfe of 
the moft important Things, and giving vent to their chief 
Sorrows or Joys; like Perfons havi: 1 very near Views of 
their Appearance before the fupreme “Pribunal ; and wifely 
over-looking the inconfiderable Interval, fo jultly call’d in 
Scripture a Moment, that feperates betwixt the prefentinftant 
of Time, and endlefs Eternity. 

The 4tteflations of the Seffion or Confiftory, and of the pre- 
fent Magiffrate of Kilfyth, will give you a plealant View of 
the good Fruits of this Work onthe Lives and Practice of 
that People. Some Inftances of Re/fitution among them, 
which happen’d after this Work began, I had Occafon to 
be well inform’d has foon after they happen’d : And as to 
one of them, had the Pleafure to be e: mploy"d by Mr. Rabe, 
in conveying the Sum, given him by unknown to me, 
to the Perfon for whom i : was intended. “Che Thing is well 
known to feveral of good Character here ; tho’ the Reftorer 
is conceal’d, asnodoubt he ought. Some Eminence in the 
amiable Graces of Charity, Meeknefs and Hun 
plainly obfervable in the Subjects ot this coud Work here, 
is well as of others like tt in other Places of jate: I mean, 
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in thofe whofe Proficiency affords the Evidences which found 
a Judgment of Charity as to a real Change on People’s 
Hearts. 

It render’d the Work in thefe Parts to the North and Eaf 
of this City the more remarkable ; that it extended to fo 
many contiguous Congregations, and made fo much Progre‘s 
in fo fhort a Time. . As it was onthe 18th of AZay that, 
upon a friendly Invitation, I went firft to Xi//yth, after this 
Work appear’d : Among other Marks of an uncommon 
Concern about Religion in that Country-fide, I obferv'd 
Evidences of it in People’s Eagernefs to embrace Opportu- 
nities of converfing with thofe whom they judged capable ot 
giving them ufeful Inftructions, even in travelling on the 
High-Way. And in my return home, at the End of that 
Weck, I had the Pleafure to find that on the Road be- 
tween Ail/yth and Airkintilicch, and in the Bounds of the 
Jatter, in three /mall Fillages, within the Space of defs than 
two Miles there were about fourteenPerfons, fome of them very 
young, lately awaken’d : All of whom, excepting two cr 
three, who were out of the Way, I faw and convers’d with ; 
and obferv’d a Serioufneis about them that could not but 
give particular Satisfaction. 

If it is a hopeful Sign of Sincerity whenPeople have a deep 
Concern about Per/verance 3 and take theAlarm when they 
—, sa Things in themfelves as look like Beginning) 
of Backfuding ; the felf Liffidency and Jealoufy of thatKind, 
which I obferv’d among thefe People, behov'd to be very en- 
couraging. When I ttay'd ome Days inUceber laft at Kil- 
fth, Lobferv’d that theMiniter had found it proper publick- 
ly to warn tome, without naming any,who,as he heard, were 
like to lofe their good limpreffions, to come and converle 
with him at his Houle: And being there when they came, 
had the Pleafure to age a happy Difappointment of his 
Fears about them : it appearing plainly that thev were fo 
tar frem being tur *d carelefs & unconcern’d aboutRelizion; 
that they were mer m0 jm ili Concern that their religiows 
Affections were not quite fo lively as tometine formerly : And 
it was fre m ther coon © comp laints on this Head, that the Report 
of there being like to Jote their good Impredions had pro 
ceeded. 1 am yeur’s, &c. 

Giafgow Four. 28th. 1743. 

Joun McLavaess 
(7; be continued.) 





